`ICT AND OUR WORLD (The World Wide Web). By Ugbana Kelvin.
Most of the time, we see the letter ICT everywhere particularly in education but what does it actually mean? ICT is an acronym that stands for Information and Communication Technology. Let’s briefly talk on the three words that makes up the acronym. First of all, 

What is Information? Computer Science says “Information is a collection of facts or data or a processed data”. Other Definitions says “It’s a knowledge derived from study, experience, observation or instruction”. Secondly,
What is Communication? Communication is he imparting or exchanging of information by speaking, writing, or other mediums. Here Communication is related to information. Thirdly,
What is Technology? Technology is the purposeful application of information in the design, production and utilization of goods and services in the organization of human activities. Here also, technology is related to information.

So therefore, combining the three definitions, we can now say that ICT is any product that will store, retrieve, manipulate, transmit or receive information electronically in a digital form. E.g. computers and robots. Broadly expanding ICT, it is the nature of Information (Meaning, value and how information is controlled), management of Information (how data is captured, verified and stored, manipulated, processed, secured and shared) and Information system strategy (How ICT can be used in an organization or firm as part of achieving goals and objectives). Products brought to us by ICT is Unlimited. Most leading countries in the world are ahead of others because of the rate and use of ICT tools. Farming is now mechanized with innovative technologies, transportation now made easy with the advent of the bullet trains which travels at high speed without collision. As good as your television, mobile phones, satellite, Computers, Tablets, whiteboards and projectors, VDU’s (Visual display Units), robots, Aircrafts, Guns and ballistic Missiles, SIM (Subscriber identity Module) and Memory Cards, Cars and Machines like Bulldozers and cranes, Sewing machines, Electric cooker and boilers, Air Compressors, CCTV cameras etc. are all products of ICT including the recent innovation in football called the “goal line technology” which detects if he ball crosses the cross bar line into the goal post and also the recent unmanned aircrafts (drones) used for war. But here, we are going to elaborate more on the www (World Wide Web).
The World Wide Web (www).
Nowadays, the www has been understood to be as “yahoo scam and fraud” which is not true. The www is a global information medium which users can read, write and process data via devices connected to the internet. For those of us that do not know what an internet means, “it is a global system of interconnected computers around the world that is linked together for the sharing and storage of information”. But nowadays, the internet is not just for storing and sharing information only, it is now used as a social media for chat and fun. The advent of the www has really changed our world. We chat using web applications like 2go, WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter, Wechat and lots more, we search for information and materials using web applications like google, yahoo, Bing and devilfinder, we send mails from one place to another in minutes using web applications like Gmail, Hotmail and yahoo mail. 
Due to the advent of the cashless economy (situations where one does not need to carry money about), ICT machines like the ATM (Automatic Teller Machines) and ATM cards for banks and POS (Point of Sales) were invented where one can carry all the money in his/her bank account in a small card without the need to carry it physically. The introduction of Cashless economy has boosted the sale point of some companies like ‘Interswitch’ which is solely involved in the transfer of money from one place or bank to another on the web (internet). We now do some of our buying online with web applications like Jumia and Amazon. 
Do you know that you can Charter a private jet online? At least most of us know that rental is now currently in practice in Nigeria where Customers can pay and order for a car online and the car will be delivered to the customer’s destination. Do you also know that you can market your products and also sell them online without you coming in contact with your customer? Do you know that most of the people you chat online with as customer care and some websites like yahoo are robots called “Chabot”? Do you know that President Barack Obama’s latest campaign strategy was using the social media (internet) in which he won? Do you know that with GPS (Global positioning System), cars now drive themselves?
 In our modern age, every company and firm aspire to have a website where they can showcase their services and provide contact information for the whole world to know and see. Listing but a few advantages of having a website is that it is far cheaper and much more flexible than print advertising, it gives room for market expansion, Diversify revenue Streams, offers convenience, improves credibility, provides Two-Way Communication marketing and provides a cheap market research. We have heard testimonies of people who earn a living out of the internet by buying and selling. You do not necessarily need to own a shop. More money comes to those of us who knows how to create web applications (also called websites) since every organization and individuals needs a website or blog.  
People now do virtually everything on the internet. We buy and sell online, we read and go to school online, we take exams online, we order for products online, we book restaurants and hotels online, book flights online, we travel online (using web applications like google earth), make money online, get a job and start working online, call for laundry service online, and funny enough, make friends and marry online (dating applications like okcupid, match.com, eHarmony, jdate etc.), we can now send smell over the internet using an ICT tool call a SMELLBOX. Wonder when we will start eating online. Whether we embrace it or not, ICT has come to stay. Its better we embrace it and make useful things out of it and stop crying for unemployment when there are more than enough opportunities on the internet.
